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NON-PUBLIC SESSIONS 

 

 

 The Board may meet in non-public session for any of the purposes set out in RSA 91-A:3.  Non-

public sessions may only occur after a duly noticed public meeting has been called to order, 

and before that meeting is adjourned.  Once the public meeting has been convened, the Board 

may enter non-public session at any time during such meeting if a majority of the Board, by roll-

call vote, find that sufficient grounds under 91-A:3, II exists.  A non-public session may occur 

during a duly notice meeting irrespective of whether a non-public session appeared on either the 

meeting notice or meeting agenda. 

 

The motion calling for a non-public session will state the matter(s) to be discussed and will state 

the statutory reason(s) for entering non-public session. 

 

The Board shall record minutes of all non-public sessions, and such minutes shall be made 

available and or “sealed”, in accordance RSA 91-A:3.  Required content and availability 

regarding minutes of non-public sessions are described in Board policy BEDG – Minutes.  

 

The minutes of the non-public session constitute the record of that session.  Information 

discussed in non-public session shall remain confidential except to the extent the same is 

required to be disclosed subject to applicable law or court order, or as authorized by the Board. 

 

The Board shall require the presence of the Superintendent or his/her designee (see N.H. Dept. of 

Education Rule Ed 303.01(f)), except those non-public sessions that pertain to the 

Superintendent’s employment. 

 

Each year the Superintendent is directed to obtain and provide to each Board member copies of 

any NHSBA Non-Public Session Checklist, and update the same during the year as made 

available by NHSBA. 

 
Statutory Reasons cited as foundation for the Nonpublic Sessions. 

 

91-A:3, II (a): The dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the 

disciplining of such employee, or the investigation of any charges against him or her, unless the 

employee affected (1) has a right to a public meeting, and (2) requests that the meeting be open, 

in which case the request shall be granted. 

 

91-A3, II (b): The hiring of any person as a public employee. 

 

91-A:3, II (c): Matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation of 

any person, other than a member of this board, unless such person requests an open meeting.  This 
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exemption shall extend to include any application for assistance or tax abatement or waiver of a fee, 

fine or other levy, if based on inability to pay or poverty of the applicant. 

 

91-A:3, II (d): Consideration of the acquisition, sale, or lease of real or personal property which, 

if discussed in public, would likely benefit a party or parties whose interests are averse to those 

of the general community. 

 

91-A:3, II, (e): Consideration or negotiation of pending claims or litigation which has been 

threatened in writing or filed by or against this board or any subdivision thereof, or by or against 

any member thereof because of his or her membership therein, until the claim or litigation has 

been fully adjudicated or otherwise settled. 

 

91-A:3, II (i): Consideration of matters relating to the preparation for and the carrying out of 

emergency functions, including training to carry out such functions, developed by local or state 

safety officials that are directly intended to thwart a deliberate act that is intended to result in 

widespread or severe damage to property or widespread injury or loss of life. 

 

91-A:3, II (j): Consideration of confidential, commercial, or financial information that is exempt 

from public disclosure under RSA 91-A:5, IV in an adjudicative proceeding pursuant to RSA 541 or 

RSA 541-A. 

 

91-A:3, II (k): Consideration by a school board of entering into a student or pupil tuition 

contract authorized by RSA 194 or RSA 195-A, which, if discussed in public, would likely 

benefit a party or parties whose interests are averse to those of the general public or the school 

district that is considering a contract, including any meeting between the school boards, or 

committees thereof, involved in the negotiations. 

 

91-A:3, II (1): Consideration of legal advice provided by legal counsel, either in writing or 

orally, to one or more members of the public body, even where legal counsel is not present. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Legal References: 

    

 RSA 91-A:3, Non-Public Sessions   

 RSA 91-A:4, Minutes and Records Available for Public Inspection   

 RSA 42:1-a, Oaths of Town Officers: Manner of Dismissal; Breach of Confidentiality 

   
  

  

     


